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Wrap Session | a cryptic puzzle by Emily Cox & Henry Rathvon

s

Get the solutions to this week’s Journal Weekend Puzzles in next 
Saturday’s Wall Street Journal. Solve crosswords and acrostics 
online, get pointers on solving cryptic puzzles and discuss all of the 
puzzles online at WSJ.com/Puzzles.

Each clue A–M defines two words, 
one of which must have its 
wrapping (first and last letters) 
removed to produce the other. For 
example, “Flower of the Orient 
(7,5)” would yield EASTERN and 
ASTER. (Either the longer or the 
shorter word may be defined first.) 
The 13 unwrapped words fit into 
the grid (along with the normal 
Across and Down answers)—you’ll 
need to determine where each one 
fits. But don’t throw away those 
wrapping letters; reuse them, one 
per box below the grid, to spell a 
six-word cryptic clue for the grid’s 
central answer. Beneath each box 
is the label (A–M) from which a 
wrapping letter is taken. (It’s up to 
you to determine which of the two 
wrapping letters from each pair 
goes in which of the two 
correspondingly labeled boxes.) 

Wrapped & Unwrapped
 A Circle circumference (6,4)
 B Pueblo Indian composer 

(6,4)
 C Chess piece close at hand 

(6,4)
 D African river thrill (6,4)
 E Pay recluse (7,5)
 F Sing like a bird painter of 

France (7,5)
 G Comparison in math 

speech (7,5)
 H Stole Mad (7,5)
 I Conspicuous stranger (7,5)
 J Fruit decoration on a 

Christmas tree (7,5)
 K Brandy cocktail hue (7,5)

 L Fork-tailed swallow in 
some pain (8,6)

 M A case of humiliating 
defensive ballplayers (9,7)

Across
 4 Almost luxurious sign of a 

summer? (4)
 7 Instantly reformed half a 

sin (2,1,5)
 9 Lily goes crazy (4)
 10 Rate Delaware not quite 

eco-friendly (6)
 11 Sole order for record holder 

ahead of time (5)
 12 Tree giving good cover for 

guy taking pee? (5)
 14 A sketchy-sounding 

military helicopter (6)
 17 Get cozy with some 

dishonest legislation (6)
 19 Colorado Plateau features 

area in jumble (5)
 21 Kings of Spain regarding 

one answer to a proposal 
(5)

 22 Tarzan’s mother captured 
by a writer (3,3)

 23 Indian flatbread roasted in 
France (4)

 24 Playing games in a 
compound (8)

 25 Drink like a cat in rabbit  
fur (5)

 26 Egg on expert debater’s 
face (4)

Down
 1 Plastic plate—a pub fixture 

(3,3)
 2 Possible Sundance film’s 

popular end (5)
 3 Served raw, pie is for you? 

(7)
 4 New sleep aid for 

daughters who’d be stars 
(8)

 5 Noon event including a big 
NASA moment (6)

 6 Quiet old English loafer  
(4)

 8 Glimpse timeless pine (4)
 11 Say, Kansas, Florida, and 

outside of Atlanta (8)
 13 I see a name for a woman 

(7)
 15 Next Guinness mostly 

spilled (7)
 16 Where you’ll see the 

majority of people go for 
cheese (6)

 18 First name among 
humorists in better 
magazines (4)

 19 I’m exiting limo after guys 
park in New Jersey (5)

 20 Pack most of a Florida hub 
(4)


