
Th e  At l a n t ic  Pu z z l e r
b y  E m il y  Co x  a n d  H e n r y  R a t h v o n

BACKFIELD IN
M O T IO N
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Answers to clues are fullbacks

10 11

(entered entirely in reverse), half-
backs (first or second half entered

12 13

in reverse), or quarterbacks 
(one-fourth entered in reverse). For 
example, the word g o a l p o s t  
should be entered TSOPLAOG if it is a 
fullback; l a o g p o s t  or g o a l t s o p  if 
it is a halfback; and o g a l p o s t , 
g o l a p o s t , g o a l o p s t , or g o a l p o t s  
if it is a quarterback. There are 18 
halfbacks, 9 fullbacks, and 9 
quarterbacks. Two answers are 
proper nouns (one of them a trade-
mark). Punctuation may be used 
deceptively.

The solution to last month's 
Puzzler appears on page 88.
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ACROSS_______________________

1. Running back moving if I set signals
(8)

7. Jet, Colt, and others tossed out with 
a jerk (4)

11. Scrambled left over slippery surface
(6)

12. Get beaten in Buffalo, severely (4)
13. Chiefs’ second half changed score, 

with great revelry (8)
14. Team member has to work at 

penetrating to become a Redskin? 
( 12)

15. Atlanta’s center moved nimbly 
around #5 and gained ground (8)

17. Sound of a Ram making contact (4)
19. Just over a yard outside end of 

Miami field (6)
22. Men lay clobbered viciously (6)
23. Packer’s product of disorganized 

team (4)
24. Inform a Lion, “Moving is sensible”

(8)

25. Trouble—Rice TD possibly out of

bounds? (12)
29. Best built for running, break 

outside—gain ground (8)
30. Back catches with arm (4)
31. Receivers streak off (6)
32. Tots notice Bradshaw’s middle (4)
33. Brutal action put cheer into Coach 

Lombardi (8)

DOWN_________________________

1. Cardinal coaches holding back crowd 
(4)

2. Broadcast show's ball-holder 
grabbing pants (8)

3. At home, Giants invading Saints’ 
sections (12)

4. Pad uniform (4)
5. Rocky piles caused by protector 

changing direction at the last (6)
6. Pass-receiver gets in proposal for 

rule-breaker (8)
7. Someone on the sidelines floating

passes around mid-zone—look 
closely (12)

8. Jar Chicago’s end thoroughly from 
behind (4)

9. With great cheer, Simpson comes up 
with lousy, no-good yard (8)

10. Loudly disapprove touchdown wdth 
point kicked (6)

15. Delighted, put Raider out after one 
gets away (8)

10. Mocking Viking almost caught by 
desperate dives (8)

18. Up 10-0, intercepted by young lady 
coming out wearing head protection 
(8)

20. What a Buccaneer does at times 
about Steeler goals (6)

21. A tackle’s first to wear out uniform
(6)

26. Former collegian guard converted 
after leaving university (4)

27. Prepare the field and a place for 
receipts (4)

28. One college All-Star team in the 
Astrodome (4)

Note: The instructions above are the special instructions for this month’s puzzle. It is assumed that you know how to decipher clues. For a complete 
introduction to clue-solving, write to The Atlantic Reprint Department, enclosing a self-addressed, stamped envelope.


