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Rimshot | a cryptic puzzle by Emily Cox & Henry Rathvon
Picture this: The headline 
describing a sensational trial is 
spelled out by letters extending 
into this grid’s outer border, reading 
clockwise from the upper left. The 
story is completed by the unclued 
three-word line in the grid’s central 
row. Words that jut into the border 
are clued in random order; locate 
them using the Across and Down 
answers as guides.

s

Get the solutions to this week’s Journal Weekend Puzzles in next 
Saturday’s Wall Street Journal. Solve crosswords and acrostics 
online, get pointers on solving cryptic puzzles and discuss all of the 
puzzles online at WSJ.com/Puzzles.

Across
	 4	 Commit to returning in day 

the night before (6)
	 6	 Cap in wardrobe retrieved 

(5)
	 7	 Left beer back in carrier 

(2,2)
	 11	 Tip scoundrel (4)
	12	 Sticks last of booze in 

sacks (5)
	14	 Egyptian pyramid builder 

wasted epochs (6)

Down
	 1	 Bend softly, and rest (4)
	 2	 Pulled amphibian by the 

ear (5)
	 3	 Toasted nuts due last (7)
	 5	 Head of department 

unfortunately reversed 
course (5)

	 8	 Direct route for Long Island 
taken by Geoffrey in style 
(7)

	 9	 Restricted top pitchers for 
pennant quests (5)

	10	 Run French article amid 
plot (5)

	13	 Top-grade salary 
announced for pentathlon 
event (4)

Border
	 a	 Kid with love for terrier in a 

tale (4)
	 b	 Kid holding drill put in some 

hard work (7)
	 c	 Leave town on the Croatian 

coast (5)
	 d	 Acoustic sheets for singing 

group (5)
	 e	 Like a virgin forest 

potentially worth gold (3-6)
	 f	 Plastic pipes pop (5)
	 g	 Really long snake spleen 

(6)

	 h	 Raggedy doll in bed lacks 
what it takes (6)

	 i	 Colbert’s coop dweller 
through marriage? (7)

	 j	 Rag covering large rat (7)
	 k	 Leave English article for 

German poet (6)
	 l	 Big shot and two 

humbugs? (4-3)
	m	 School some cute 

pussycats (4)
	 n	 Make out scattered cinders 

(7)
	 o	 Army outfits rebuilt Tunis 

(5)
	 p	 Bolt I’ve put in right (5)
	 q	 Dairy brand recycled toy 

pail (7)
	 r	 Student’s back, way up 

where a quad is located (5)
	 s	 Dodge truck passing 

freeway exit (4)
	 t	 Rapper going through 

niceties (3,1)
	 u	 Tennis great is back after a 

good time (6)
	 v	 Cryptic clues (mine) have a 

sort of glow (9)
	 w	 Radical abided a flawed 

scheme (3,4)
	 x	 Feast’s finale with 

pronounced merit (7)


