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Mystery Theater | a cryptic puzzle by Emily Cox & Henry Rathvon

A movie will be shown in the
shaded “screen” of this puzzle’s
grid, reading from left to right and
top to bottom. The movie’s letters
are supplied by ten “projectors,” i.e,
clue answers that cross into the
shaded area from outside the
screen. Projector clues are listed
separately and out of order. As you
solve, you'll encounter some
unclued “extras” occupying half a
dozen spots in the grid.

Across
3 Reel’s beginning in a
celebrity’s chalet, perhaps
(1-5)
4 Chatter about resort’s
religious status (8)

8 0ld Mexican trapped in
whirlpool mechanism (5)

9 Muscle sprain application in

the middle of batting
practice (5)

12 Neat new player’s starting
contribution (4)

14 Worry line on a neck (4)

15 I'll be following article
writer (4)

16 Infield covering pitcher
after pitch (4)

17 Denver athlete’s pal
enlisted VIP (6)

18 Throw to shortstop (4)

19 The French running
Spanish province (4)

20 Charm second one of the
“Little Women” (4)

21 Overhead trains
maintaining times, to
praises (6)

22 King misplaced an ark in
temple site (6)

Down

1 | fear plastic in flames (5)

2 Expensive violin involved in
melodramatics (5)

5 Squat back around porch
occasionally (4,3,4)

6 Digs low-grade booze
found in section of a trunk
@

7 Flea hopping around sheet
@

10 Come to trail left by a
twister (4)

11 Replies to unexpected
rawness (7)

13 Stick behind leader of
expedition (5)

14 Extra stuff including piece
of rope (5)

Projectors

a For starters, some
Christmas trees ahead of
time (5)

b Assist fellow broker (5)

¢ Small, undistinguished
writer’s hut (5)

d Unfold new drapes (6)

e Catching bad odor, smell
foul shoe worn by Shaq (6)

f Unbending one’s bones (6)

g Earmark G-rated dancing
(3-3)

h Introduce British pest (6)

i Puts down snake among
stinging insects (7)

j Auto loan reminder
snagging buyer’s initial big
bucks? (7)

» Get the solutions to this week’s Journal Weekend Puzzles in next
Saturday’s Wall Street Journal. Solve crosswords and acrostics
online, get pointers on solving cryptic puzzles and discuss all of the
puzzles online at WSJ.com/Puzzles.



