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Laddergram | a cryptic puzzle by Emily Cox & Henry Rathvon

In a laddergram, one word gradually
changes into another, one letter at a
time. For example, fast may become
slow as follows: FAST-LAST-LOST-
LOOT-SOOT-SLOT-SLOW. This puzzle’s
thirteen unclued five-letter words
form a laddergram whose opposite
ends are the shaded entries at the
top and bottom of the grid. Every
laddergram word but the last
crosses the next word in the
sequence, so the steps alternate
between Across and Down,
differing by one letter with each
step. The first and last words are
antonyms; their transformation is
explained by the unclued shaded
central Down answer.

Across
1 Express delight in wedding
ring (4)
4 Material influenced by
audition (5)
5 Left standing by altar area,
run out (5)

10 Deity sheltering cold
snowbird (5)

11 God of the Italians involved
in slick foolishness (6)

12 Passing boat recreation
area (4)

15 Bush changed places for
connecting flights (4)

16 Cheese a moron processed
(6)

17 Miles from Hollywood,
carrying Kingsley’s flower
@

19 Annoying teacher
performed show (6)

20 Transfer $100 in bit of
business (5)

21 Guys start to use list of

options (4)

23 Full of enthusiasm,

superstar singer returned
4

25 Radiation-powered rocket

loaded with last of fuel (5)

26 Zip outfit with stylish

provenance (6)

28 Mimic an agitated little

shooter (7)

29 Screenwriter’s mobile

phone found outside of
Denver’s terminal (6)

31 Wrap one secured from

behind (4)

33 Patch up rats (4)
34 Sacking buddy, rub the

wrong way (6)

35 Employed strong emotion

in high definition (5)

36 Restorative rest and facial

treatments in retreat (5)

37 Linger around a Thai

appetizer (5)

38 Wild West worry (4)
Down

1 Firearm king's sticky matter
4

2 Strange reverie about
third-rate home theater
equipment (8)

3 Hero not doing much for
listeners (4)

6 Dodo bird unable to fly in
relief (7)

7 Small town’s post office
stuff in a basket (6)

8 South Caribbean island
diver’s gear (5)

9 Seeing things empty, for
sure (4)

10 Back among Navajo, drink
from an urn (4)

12 Cat turned out of bed by
mom (4)

13 Tooth broken by you in
Berlin is in uniform sections
@

14 Shape beginning of
creative past in cave
dwelling (7)

18 Container holding large
pancake (4)

19 Lucy’s partner’s different
side (4)

21 Handcuff guy with beer
holding cup (7)

22 Reference covering gear for
rockers in tent venue (8)

24 Character flipped wig in
disgusted outburst (6)

27 Country | governed (4)

28 Big wheel in mound of
snow (5)

30 Crowd was informed in
speech (4)

31 Checks pills (4)

32 Great pressure in front of
lid (4)

33 Beaver’s dad going retro
with tie (4)

» Get the solution to this week’s Journal Saturday Puzzle in next

Saturday’s Wall Street Journal. Get pointers on solving clues and
discuss this puzzle online at WSJ.com/Puzzles.




