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March Madness | a cryptic puzzle by Emily Cox & Henry Rathvon

This puzzle celebrates a form of
March Madness, an event identified
by the eight shaded squares near
the center of the grid, reading
clockwise from the top left. Four
participants appear as unclued
entries, one per section (North,
East, South, and West). Each
section’s remaining entries are clued
out of order. Finally, four entries
(one from each section) share a
spot in the center, one circled letter
apiece.

North

a March quickly maddened a
clerk outside of Washington
4-4)

b “Casablanca” woman seen in
“Fail Safe” (4)

Biting a piece of candy, free

©)

d Falls to weakness, eating
some sweets (6,2)

e Wet spot affected dance
G-4

f Rapper’s sibling taking
energy nap (6)

g Get all drippy again about me
and lieutenant (6)

h Cook stuff, including last of
tofu (5)

i Confused as to where

Georgia O'Keeffe did some

painting (4)

(@]

East

a Leftin charge, toastmaster’s
opening wine (6)

b lconic player, a Virginia sailor
6

¢ Finding hipster at home,
gripped by journal (8)

d Turned back on flooring
contractor in about-face (5)

e Musical entertainment
rocked a treetop (8)

f Censor initially cut western
sound effect (4)

g Boomer taking inisland color
(@)
h Carrier to Rome landed with

boxing champ aboard at the
front (8)

i Outside gym, give an

address for work (7)

South

a Support behind sculptor’s
last bust (4)

b Seasonal goddesses
endlessly dance (4)

¢ Big Red runs at Kentucky
@

d The guy inside has dog
jumping around barrel (8)

e Joker aboard van (5)

f Made comfortable, run well
upon entering West African
land (6,2)

g Nifty-sounding New
Hampshire town (5)

h Our opponent following
one pregame ritual (6)

i Deny game is fixed for

Olympian lad (8)

West

a Erect new home for some
Greeks (5)

b Neighbor, after the first bid
©)

¢ Merchants led Ed all over
in pairs (8)

d Reference Time, finally
24

e Associate judge absorbing
Spanish article (6)

f Bit of music by Yes led off
song sets (7)

g Worry and talk about one
unsafe structure (8)

h Level sort of person making
connections (4)

i Shaky cams shot bears
®)

» Get the solution to this week’s Journal Saturday Puzzle in next
Saturday’s Wall Street Journal. Get pointers on solving clues and
discuss this puzzle online at WSJ.com/Puzzles.




