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Loose Ends | a cryptic puzzle by Emily Cox & Henry Rathvon

In the grid, the last letter of every
answer comes loose and relocates
itself somewhere earlier in the
entry. For example, the answer
WORD might appear as DWOR,
WDOR, or WODR. When you've
correctly filled in the grid, letters
that fall in the shaded squares,
reading column by column from
left to right, will spell what these
loose ends inevitably are.

Across
1 Brief troubles with causes
of loose ends? (12)

10 Place of combat a certain
timespan back (5)

11 French filmmaker set a
hammer on a digit, with
sound effects? (7)

12 Instant witticism about
rest room sign (6)

13 Climber in a forest retracted
aclaw (5)

14 Contract seeker after
Gene Wilder (4,5)

15 Runs around hospital
making pledges (6)

17 Waffle after the first bite
4)

19 Turning in unhatted
Nevadan, quarrel (8)

22 Rummages including alien
amulets (8)

25 Repeat section of multiple
choice (4)

27 Chess piece that is for
someone inexperienced (6)

28 Disorganized tools need
metal drawer (9)

30 Hindu teachingusartina
new way (5)

31 Bay State, Pelican State,
Badger State and African
state (6)

32 Prop in a Western ruined
our saga (7)

33 Musical direction
contributed nothing (5)

34 In northern lands, digitally
capture noise of the birds
a2

Down
1 Villain and captain fight
about a piece of ivory (7)

2 Contrition about encryption
system (7)

3 Do needlework and make
doilies as well (6)

4 You said it better except for
the last (4)

5 One yearning for a greater
time (6)

6 People picking up average
horseshoe tosses (8)

7 Wiggly line left covered by
current (5)

8 Most convenient trap
snares Olympian (7)

9 Liein the sun for a while,
then run and dance (5)

16 Agitated, lion’s ear flaps (8)

18 Poem about a company’s
first Italian designer (7)

20 Histrionic version of “ET.”
movie (7)

21 Romantic hero sporting tin
star (7)

23 Negative messages about
male wanderers (6)

24 Decisive blow, sadly, for
some marsupials (6)

25 Catch girl with ring (5)

26 Stuck with church’s original
organ (5)

29 Leon bats, getting single (4)

» Get the solution to this week’s Journal Saturday Puzzle in next
Saturday’s Wall Street Journal. Get pointers on solving clues and
discuss this puzzle online at WSJ.com/Puzzles.




