
Pairings | a cryptic puzzle by Emily Cox &Henry Rathvon
Although no numbers or answer
lengths are given, this puzzle’s
Across answers are clued in order,
row by row, reading left to right.
Down answers are clued column by
column, reading from top to
bottom. But beware: 11 grid entries
have no clues. Each of five unclued
Across answers intersects one of
the five unclued Down answers.
The five resulting combinations
describe examples of a pair-
forming sort, which is spelled by
the five letters on which they cross,
reading left to right, column by
column. The sought-after pairings
are described by the unclued
central Across entry.
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Get the solutions to this week’s Journal Weekend Puzzles in next
Saturday’s Wall Street Journal. Solve crosswords and acrostics
online, get pointers on solving cryptic puzzles and discuss all of the
puzzles online atWSJ.com/Puzzles.

Across
a Subjects including foremost
of rock bands around the
globe

b Tie bow back on tank
c Bananas ran a mite steep
d Italian port and bad French
aboard Air Force One

e Spoke ill about Eastern teas
of a sort

f Lever used to steer farm
machine

g Attack a sailor in speech
h Horse eating head of Easter
flower

i Returned 12/1, all sewn up

j Sharp brand of PC
connected with brand of
pen

k Perennial winner’s second
by 100 in New York or
Florida

l Lock cutter left in sandwich
shop, I see

m Pre-euro coin placed in
green orb

n Prison time accepted by
madam’s partner

o Change channels when alien
is adopted by mysterious
character?

p Improved wine option
bearing on my account?

q Oral-B reorganized work
force

r Businesses ruined, stared
s Swimmer’s lane taken by
my team

Down
a Carrying a peace sign, gets
behind struggles

b Means of access restricted
roadies’ loads

c Bring food for a party,
catching the tube

d Curved shape of a love seat,
perhaps

e Do some work on a green
Encore’s odometer, in part

f Messed up if on dope
g Dark loss absorbed by
squad

h Miracles moved converts
i Drains hot tubs the wrong
way

j Quit at last, with a drug
under control

k Faultfinding Rhode Island
jerk in California

l Stroke a large part of a
blossom

m Tip off Swiss hero
n Glove squeezed in sincere
forgiveness

o By word of mouth,
seemingly obscure ski
resort

p Certain Greek at that time
I encountered in two
articles

q Something negative in
some bug

r Rip back of jersey, visibly
upset


