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Relay Race | a cryptic puzzle by Emily Cox & Henry Rathvon
This puzzle represents a relay race 
with six teams of four six-letter 
answers running left to right. Each 
team starts in its designated lane, 
with its runners overlapping in the 
three shaded columns between the 
start and finish. After each leg, 
each runner moves to another (not 
necessarily adjacent) lane on its 
second letter, staying in that lane 
for the rest of the leg. Clues for 
each team’s four runners are given 
out of order; the Downs should 
help you place them. Down 
answers are all seven letters long. 
One letter from each goes in the 
circle below its column; you’ll need 
to figure out which letter in each 
case. The resulting two-word 
phrase in the circles shows what’s 
carried and passed from runner to 
runner. Shaded columns identify 
some relay participants in apt order.
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Get the solutions to this week’s Journal Weekend Puzzles in next 
Saturday’s Wall Street Journal. Solve crosswords and acrostics 
online, get pointers on solving cryptic puzzles and discuss all of the 
puzzles online at WSJ.com/Puzzles.

Runners

	 1	 	Against starting with  
a victory cheer for  
Italians

		  	Shifted, seeing bottled 
spirits

		  	A nurse with two pieces  
of ice, a treatment for a 
bruise

		  	Unusual lilacs blossom in 
early spring

	 2	 	Nevada tribe burned 
remains in sorrow

		  	Half of vets in dire need 
made uniform

		  	Time taken by one  
who indulges Seurat at 
work?

		  	Fight about each vehicle’s 
initial state again

	 3	 	Theater adapted 
“Iceman”

		  	Quote me, backing 
something purgative

		  	Sponge midriff muscles 
and round body

		  	Question you finally 
answer in summer, in 
French match

	 4	 	Made era end badly

		  	Sort of cactus in ceramic 
pot behind church

		  	Wolf wandered back 
around mid-January

		  	Unrefined citrus liquid

	 5	 	I’m the one introduced to 
New Zealand admiral in 
World War II

		  	Little amphibian atop 
fruit bar

		  	Most of crew cheer spicy 
cuisine

		  	Standard component of 
men’s ignorance

	 6	 	Fall asleep on retiring 
next to shed (2 wds.)

		  	I see an eccentric enter 
unobtrusively (2 wds.)

		  	Close behind one in front 
of the train on raised 
tracks (2 wds.)

		  	A burial site for Keats, 
failing, returned leg bones

Down

	 A	 	Characters saunter about

	 B	 	I break ground, taking 
lead role as a knight in an 
English classic

	 C	 	Comes up with new 
seeds, about six

	 D	 	Unexpectedly, tool hit 
something in the ear

	 E	 	Tin sign worn by western 
white guys?

	 F	 	Dissonant interval 
confused tenor 
interrupted by it

	 G	 	Cam shot disturbed bear

	 H	 	Emergency service in 
hotel failing (2 wds.)


