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Crime Caper | a cryptic puzzle by Emily Cox & Henry Rathvon

A murder takes place in one of the
nine sectors (four-by-four areas)
represented by this grid. The
culprits and the nature of the
murder are identified by 12 letters
reading clockwise in the crime
sector. The site of the murder—as
well as the victim, in a way—is
identified by the letters in these
squares:

24 17 14 33 22 20 30 6 9
Meanwhile, in each of eight clues,
there is a letter superfluous to the
solving of that clue; these extra
letters in clue order spell the
motive for the crime, which may be
written on these blanks:

Across
1 Rogue state’s first
temporary settlement (5)
5 Shaky friend that is in
Mt. Rushmore’s state (7)
10 “Pamela” writer wrapping
up article about grasslands
@
11 Swinger Mel Torme’s
second name (4)
12 Kind of horse jargon inside
of stable (4)
13 Robe for lounging back in
jail (6)
14 Stops holding public
transportation checks (10)

15 Rockets won, unfortunately
for investor (10)
17 Leaver of crackers on the
other side of the pauper (8)
22 Swindle covered up by
falser figure on a hunt (8)
24 Puzzling items Republican
introduced to cost cutters
(10)
27 Ways of accessing iPhone
download with bugs (10)
28 Vulgar kid, a heartless lad
©)
29 Emblem close to being in
large circles (4)
30 Faculty goes for Freudian
subjects (4)
31 West end of cow pasture
Rusty freed of timber (7)
32 Russian author making a
comeback, opening play (7)
33 Smart, like a ballplayer in
D.C?(5)
Down
1 Made-up pirate captainin
one fight after another (7)
2 Team including a seven-
time A.L. batting champ (5)
3 Gathered from a nest site,
so we hear (7)

4 Changed to paler gas (6)
5 Criticize expert with a cure
for whatever ails you (7)

6 Win vanilla nougat, plain
©)]

7 Slumber of a couple in
grassy square (8)

8 Furniture with shelves set
back before entryway (7)

9 Syndicate head or patron
of the arts (5)

16 Breach spring inside lock
®

18 Crookedly rig vote for
Hitchcock picture (7)

19 A bathroom bug,ina
remote way (7)

20 Using few words or hints,
cryptically (2,5)

21 Lesson in English class for
very beginning and end of
day (7)

23 Average bird of black and
yellow (6)

24 Mark’s mind, ahead of time
©)]

25 Sound of a pie hitting
Larry’s face in fight (5)

26 Create touch of greenin
shade of red (5)

» Get the solutions to this week’s Journal Weekend Puzzles in next
Saturday’s Wall Street Journal. Solve crosswords and acrostics
online, get pointers on solving cryptic puzzles and discuss all of the
puzzles online at WSJ.com/Puzzles.



