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In the Fun House | a cryptic puzzle by Emily Cox & Henry Rathvon

s

Get the solutions to this week’s Journal Weekend Puzzles in next 
Saturday’s Wall Street Journal. Solve crosswords and acrostics 
online, get pointers on solving cryptic puzzles and discuss all of the 
puzzles online at WSJ.com/Puzzles.

This puzzle’s grid is a fun house 
whose quadrants are peculiar 
rooms. One room abounds with 
laughter, and another with 
screams; a third is repeatedly 
plunged into darkness; and in a 
fourth, mirrors make all the 
characters that would naturally 
enter there appear in backward 
order. You’ll have to discover which 
room is which, and sometimes 
you’ll need to put more than one 
letter in a square. Have fun!

	20	 Clipped the grain again and 
again? (6)

	23	 Jumps holding orange 
basketball (5)

	25	 Power station’s front side  
(5)

	28	 Heard faintly on a regular 
basis (6)

	29	 Top techies help as a keg 
gets smashed (5,5)

	32	 Two-note Puccini role (4)
	33	 Actress Hitchcock used in 

finished rendition (6)
	34	 Be aware of pennies in your 

ear (5)
	35	 Brook, after starting 

education, made a big stink 
(6)

	36	 Parishes fixed dogs (4-4)
	37	 Try to find new keto use 

(4,3)
Down
	 1	 Missile perfectly carrying 

three (7)
	 2	 Celebrity? I’ll get him cast 

(9)
	 3	 Peg, along with half of 

them, saw things? (5)
	 4	 Shiner that could produce 

the glitters? (11)
	 5	 Brontë heroine listened to 

song (4)

	 6	 Outspoken oil country (6)

	 7	 Name one-point letter in 
Scrabble piece (5)

	 8	 Evergreen plant finally 
appearing in faint dawn 
(5,5)

	 9	 Prosecutor in play now (5)

	10	 Graph line turned 6-Across 
(4)

	13	 “Lear” is improved in 
successive episodes (6)

	14	 Missiles are missing the 
last lines (6)

	19	 Thrown together, Tony and 
Abe jabber? (7)

	21	 Tool that bores me in back 
(6)

	22	 Somewhat more than 
enough gas (6)

	23	 O, he’s poetry’s Ted (6)

	24	 Scrape in glider glossed 
over? (7)

	25	 Pseudo-American crime 
solver (6)

	26	 Some Asians—mostly, that 
is (5)

	27	 Cheaters on exams hold 
back hesitations (7)

	30	 Audibly rattle stage (5)

	31	 Valued rock opera’s opening 
treat (4)

Across
	 1	 In predicament, one place 

to park eternal flame? (5,5)
	 4	 Cut stern down (7)
	 8	 Effect of burning rage in 

escape (9)
	 9	 Deface gym like a Fun 

House? (5)
	 11	 Wood clock with bee inside 

(6)
	12	 Administrative level binder 

(4)
	13	 Led horse around central 

area (7)
	15	 Said “I’ll land in the water” 

(4)
	16	 Stay black and sticky (5)
	17	 Run around a deck with 

swords (5)
	18	 Star in 1940s pictures—

swamp pictures (6)


