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A Long andWinding Road | a cryptic puzzle by Emily Cox &Henry Rathvon
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Get the solution to this week’s Journal Saturday Puzzle in next
Saturday’s Wall Street Journal. Get pointers on solving clues and
discuss this puzzle online atWSJ.com/Puzzles.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

7 Assault by sharply pointed
object (6)

What might produce a sad
groan? (5)

8 Evidence of patching
appears to sonic
detectors (5)

Nearly one thousand
involved in a forfeit (6)

9 Cord around back of alarm
clock (4)

Playful imp used inedible
food (3,4)

10 Chapter in history certainly
rubbing off? (7)

David Lynch shows off
without doing anything
useful (4)

11 Threadbare city to
Sardinia’s east and south
(7)

The fruit of this puzzle
grid’s twelve unchecked
letters (4)

Winding
a By means of sound waves,

heat grove of trees (5)
b Yankee, for one, and English

novelist getting into
something corny? (9)

c Pin failing because mesh
retracted (6)

d Heroine called naughty
after the first short song
(7)

e Half the population keeps
passing sources of fall
color (6)

f Fraudster employing every
other trick (4)

g Mule is tossed a mix of
grains (6)

h Pair of pliers considered to
be Massachusetts
hospital stock (6)

i Shakespearean form of
address “Camelot”
star read the wrong
way (6)

j Pupil’s covering one car
with license? (6)

k Wrong brand of razor for
singer (7)

l Working group of Marines
is heard again (6)

m Fox broadcast “Lost Boys”
(8)

n Wagers covering nothing
but dance companies
(7)

o Kid me about something
emblematic in the family
(5)

p Stop and start with James
in Spain (5)

q Game before a final
Democrat backed change
(5)

r Whatever keeps Eliot on
edge (5)

Across

1 A street light off the main
course (6)

Brit’s car trunk containing
small jack? (5)

2 Wagon the Spanish trust
(6)

Brief engagement back in
Charlottesville (3-2)

3 Main error in Chicago’s last
fire (5)

Stays with foreign escort
(6)

4 Italian beer or pine nuts (6)
Bond’s chief slipped into

auction and stole
material (5)

5 Outspoken view belonging
to you of higher rank (6)

Sphere of concrete, the first
of many (5)

6 Impudent slave turned
around and hit on the
head? (5)

I need a moving tale of a
wandering hero (6)

From the northwest corner to the
southeast corner, we’ve taken a
rather tortuous path. The journey is
checked by Across words, which are
entered two per row in order as
they’re clued. But theWinding path,
whose words are clued sequentially,
skips over a dozen of the letters
supplied by Across words. Those
twelve letters, read column by
column, spell the distance covered
by our path—and supply the cryptic
wordplay for the final Across
answer.


