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Mission to Mars | a cryptic puzzle by Emily Cox & Henry Rathvon

s

Get the solutions to this week’s Journal Weekend Puzzles in next 
Saturday’s Wall Street Journal. Solve crosswords and acrostics 
online, get pointers on solving cryptic puzzles and discuss all of the 
puzzles online at WSJ.com/Puzzles.

The shaded squares in the grid 
delineate Mars. You have sent 11 
probes into the planet’s interior; 
circles show the subsurface 
discovery that each probe has 
illuminated. Clues for the probes 
are listed in random order with no 
answer lengths. Locate these 
probes with the help of the Across 
and Down answers, and the circles 
will spell out your discovery.

Across

	 1	 Launch something in 
space-time (5)

	 4	 Study light speed unit for  
a space traveler (6)

	 7	 Picture with beam of light 
leaving gate (6) 

	 8	 Store bread, so to speak 
(5)

	10	 Highly decorated head  
of Navy introduced to 
lecture formally (6)

	 11	 Digital unit conveying  
mass volume (4)

	12	 Study planet’s last little 
crater? (4)

	19	 Orchestra member tramps 
between terminals (4)

	20	 Level up in your ears (4)

	21	 Audited mineral oil 
purchases for drivers (6)

	22	 Parachute material only 
entangled rear of cabin (5)

	23	 Emily, a government agent, 
rejected slander (6)

	24	 Prohibitionist notices 
spirits in the woods (6)

	25	 Skyrocket gaining lift at  
the outset from the sun  
(5)

Down

	 1	 Going in reverse blocks 
features of the sun (5)

	 2	 Japanese make miniature 
occupational therapy  
article (6)

	 3	 Distinctive atmosphere 
halfway around one side of 
Mars (5)

	 5	 Seinfeld’s original and best 
knee-slapper (6) 

	 6	 Base captain’s initial log (6)

	 9	 Marauder of old Beijing 
finally displayed in a 
museum (4)

	13	 Surface of a planet green 
and globular (6)

	14	 Deliberately devious, 
catching bird (6)

	15	 Energy burst came around 
the last surface flare-up? 
(6)

	16	 Follow lover speaking a 
kind of Latin (4)

	17	 Group of space explorers 
left through an air passage 
(5)

	18	 Houston’s opening pitcher: 
Feller? (5)

Probes

	 a	 Asteroid sequence 
detected sonically

	 b	 Basic sound of  
through-the-air vehicle

	 c	 Piece of cake  
2.54 centimeters behind 
piece of cake

	 d	 Something that you enjoy 
in Mars’s shade—or your 
money back

	 e	 Scattered nasty, invasive 
herb

	 f	 Middle of probe discerning 
native people

	 g	 Error admitted by men 
when they were young 
pilots

	 h	 Theatrical group originally 
housed in lodge

	 i	 Subgroup releasing the 
first film genre

	 j	 Romantic colonist failing, in 
part

	 k	 Good student of space, one 
with good taste


