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Garden Plot | a cryptic puzzle by Emily Cox & Henry Rathvon

s

Get the solutions to this week’s Journal Weekend Puzzles in next 
Saturday’s Wall Street Journal. Solve crosswords and acrostics 
online, get pointers on solving cryptic puzzles and discuss all of the 
puzzles online at WSJ.com/Puzzles.

This puzzle’s grid represents a 
garden plot with four 3-by-11 beds 
(A–D). Each bed has five Across 
answers: four clue answers plus an 
unclued label showing what’s 
planted in the bed. The four clues 
are given without lengths and out 
of order, so you’ll need help from 
the Downs to place them. Downs 
are clued in order, but one per 
column has a single letter plucked 
out of the grid. Drop the letters 
thus collected straight down into 
the baskets below the grid to see 
what you can make of our pickings.

Beds
	A	 Front of plot circled by 

evasive parrot
		  Ruin mass held by church 

head like Pius or John 
Paul II

		  Work amid hyssop, usually
		  Miss hugging soft throw 

blanket

	B	 Pale tulip’s primary 
deficiency

		  Aquarium fish treat: 
crackers

		  Songs director listened to
		  Christie character  

mid-afternoon in the 
shelter of shade tree

	C	 Note flower’s opening in the 
morning by error

		  A nurse interrupting vagrant 
huckster in a musical

		  Sheep wandering in Rome
		  Sailor, even though failing 

duty
	D	 Mother pursuing a man 

expelled from a garden
		  Key passage in speech
		  Hurt more than anyone else, 

so take a break
		  Associate medium with 

something glowing

Down
	 1	 Best pick one flower for a 

corsage
	 2	 Brief, like a warm spell in 

the sound
	 3	 Making a U-turn, drops off 

bridge

	 4	 Grasping end of bouquet, 
let me randomly pluck

	 5	 Controlled small pest with 
enclosing cover

	 6	 Alliance holding large fair
	 7	 A pedestrian eating fruit 

came into view
	 8	 Carly changed yoga wear
	 9	 Buzzer for each paging 

device
	10	 Toxic stuff is found in 

plastic spoon
	 11	 Columnists’ section 

brought back by Time 
magazine?

	12	 Long time taken by fat old 
Renaissance artist

	13	 Keeping one, takes back 
short-lived flowers

	14	 Roaming free, deer called 
on a field?

	15	 B-minus ruined saintly aura
	16	 Russian province riot led by 

head of opposition
	17	 Shelter a female elephant 

initially in pigpen
	18	 Bring up tail end
	19	 Old fiddle displayed by 

dramatist


