Checkerboard | a cryptic puzzle by Emily Cox & Henry Rathvon
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This puzzle’s Dark clue answers
start in the appropriately
numbered squares and proceed in
straight lines along the shaded
diagonals. They always go
rightward, angling either upward or
downward. When two clues share
a number, one answer goes upward

and the other goes downward;
either may come first. Light
answers occupy the white

diagonals in the same way. Dark

and Light portions of the grid are
brought together by the unclued

horizontal entry at 17-Across.
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13

Ones going both ways
taking a diagonal (4)
Drive crazy, hanging
decor with a darkening
effect (5)

Shadowy figure covered
by Thomas Pynchon (3)
Search around near a cold
underground passage (8)
Make a big mistake in
going after head of state
3

Protectively encased gun
in equipment storage
spot (8)

Bank deposit name in
blue (4)

Rattles containers for
tips (4)

Make fun of positive
response in German gym
(@)
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34

Light

2

3

5

7

Fire consuming middle of
the cabin (5)

School’s principal illegally
procured photo (4)
Laurel surrounding one
dark spot (5)

> Devices that darkenin

honor of late bloomers
®

True Dadaist’s canvas
4

Get into mafia title (3)
Article tucked into bed
cover (4)

Near faucet, taking cup,
drink in the late evening
®

Kremlin denial so far,
after end of election (4)
President Hoover, for one,
invested in arsenic (5)
Heavenly body, dude
reflected (3)

Fall lightly right into
ballroom maneuver (4)
Fresco painter reached
outside opening of
interior (6)

Two-way praise returned
4

Early daylight

catching Delaware’s
current (6)
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Something light popped
at a party place in Ireland
4

Piece of silver | wrapped
in fleece (4)

Made square lamp,
ultimately, with help (4)
Requesting fleece
wrapped in silver (6)
Firework’s finale after
sun’s gone down (4)
Retracted crazy guess (4)
On race, reformed white
neighbor? (6)

Light speed taking too
much work for software
engineers (6)

Tease out meal from a
stewpot (6)

Exhibition showing light
features (4)

Instrument initially on
back of engine (4)
Caution Republican
dressed in white (4)
Eyepiece taking in white
goods (6)

Change the look of
brightly colored goose
egg (4

White person out on bail
(©)

Nerdy expert earned
$1000 (4)

» Get the solutions to this week’s Journal Weekend Puzzles in next
Saturday’s Wall Street Journal. Solve crosswords and acrostics
online, get pointers on solving cryptic puzzles and discuss all of the
puzzles online at WSJ.com/Puzzles.



