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In the Dark | a cryptic puzzle by Emily Cox & Henry Rathvon
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Get the solutions to this week’s Journal Weekend Puzzles in next 
Saturday’s Wall Street Journal. Solve crosswords and acrostics 
online, get pointers on solving cryptic puzzles and discuss all of the 
puzzles online at WSJ.com/Puzzles.

This puzzle’s grid contains eight 
Across answers that are unclued 
but related in a way. Each of them 
has a conflict with one of the Down 
answers it crosses. In every such 
case, the Across’s letter displaces 
that of the Down, expelling it 
straight up or down into the 
darkened center. In the finished 
grid, letters kept in the dark will 
identify themselves as a group.

Across
	 1	 Gets on hogs around onset 

of darkness (6)

	 5	 Fresh citrus, country-style 
(6)

	10	 Member of the clergy 
acquiring a source of juice? 
(7)

	12	 Prophet catching 
nonbeliever’s initial look of 
disdain (5)

	14	 A chime, last in series, rings 
out in the ocean (6)

	15	 Staple loose folds (6)

	17	 Jump a medium-sized 
foundation plant (6)

	20	 Previously in favor of 
entering school contest (6)

	25	 Country chartbuster by 
yours truly about cheater’s 
heart (5)

	26	 Send pro wrong answer (7)

	27	 Songbird is surrounded by 
hide (6)

	28	 General gets really sick of 
boy at a baptism (6)

Down
	 1	 Born fool’s instrument: 

large reed (4,3)

	 2	 Sort of wrench one’s back, 
gripped by total pain in the 
rear (5)

	 3	 Celebrate, taking in a show 
(6)

	 4	 Head of surgery spies 
awfully serious infection 
(6)

	 5	 Pinch of rosemary right on 
noodle dish (5)

	 6	 Street with widespread 
conflict (6)

	 7	 Half of Toys “R” Us  
hula hoop, for example (5)

	 8	 Gets emotional when 
admitting a dental problem 
(6)

	 9	 Revolutionary figure 
turning mum at nine (9)

	 11	 First Nation people left 
basket for fish (5)

	13	 The object in painting by 
Homer is cause of some 
pain (9)

	16	 Interest taken by large 
person with a record list  
of words (7)

	17	 Loves hairstyle adopted  
by Mars (6)

	18	 Expose University of New 
Mexico demand (6)

	19	 Small, theatrically  
over-the-top rogue (5)

	20	 Bishop taking  
advantage of student 
transport (6)

	21	 Had qualms about FBI 
agent holding listening 
device? (6)

	22	 Workshop holders second 
in contests (5)

	23	 Beam of light aimed at 
some material (5)

	24	 Completes first of four 
problems (5)


