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Double Take | a cryptic puzzle by Emily Cox &Henry Rathvon
Each column of the completed grid
will contain nine unmatched letters,
plus two that are the same. Write
the letter that is paired in each
column in the circle below the
column. Then read those 13 letters
from left to right to create a three-
word phrase that is both a cryptic
instruction for creating the grid’s
central word and a definition of
that word—which you might like
after solving all this.

s

Get the solutions to this week’s Journal Weekend Puzzles in next
Saturday’s Wall Street Journal. Solve crosswords and acrostics
online, get pointers on solving cryptic puzzles and discuss all of the
puzzles online atWSJ.com/Puzzles.

Across
1 Central Park doctor
wrapping back of knee with
heat? (5)

5 Fool Greek character
regarding gemstone (8)

10 What Cajun chefs use,
pronounced the French
way? (4)

11 Good-for-nothing sack full
of down, e.g. (3,3)

13 Fruit well within $1000 as
banquet’s finale (7)

14 College teacher receiving
zero validation (5)

15 Finishing a bank job,
missing fifty (6)

17 Expert wrapping Latin
ceramic ware (5)

18 Josh left prickly plant (6)
20 see instructions

23 Sort of network that’s
bloody awful? (3-3)

27 Soft drinks in care of the
Spanish (5)

29 Take somebody’s pet and in
return face your Maker? (6)

31 Florida athlete carrying a
torch inside (5)

32 Revere’s choice words
picked up by party boss (7)

33 Herb lacking the heart for
negotiation between
enemies (6)

34 Grand in the style of fancy
party (4)

35 Hawk in miniature is showy
but cheap (8)

36 Exam in a high school year
for sex maniac (5)

Down
1 Places of refuge in two U.S.
states (4)

2 Badly defeated, with
runner at first ejected (6)

3 Silent letter concluding
“lamb” was first
pronounced indistinctly (7)

4 Drive relative’s cows (6)
5 Possibly illegal pitch, in
short (5)

6 Makeup article found in
Ben & Jerry’s purchase (5)

7 One of the Munsters and
her mother start on NBC
(6)

8 Stravinsky’s “King Cobra”
bucking the odds? (4)

9 Embraces and rudely
fondles (7)

12 Pierce, former vice
president (4)

16 Chopping behind the head:
no-no in hockey (5)

17 Doctor has an obligation in
time of scarcity (7)

19 His talk deconstructed an
item of menswear (4,3)

20 Rob has tumbled and can’t
stand (6)

21 In Baltic, a Russian guy
who fell out of the sky
(6)

22 Household pest has eaten
a pair of mittens (6)

24 Where cows may graze
before opening of pasture
in spring (4)

25 Pair of oxen joined large
country bumpkin (5)

26 Like northern winters
these days in the outskirts
of Sandusky (5)

28 The face of Sally Brown,
Ollie’s partner (4)

30 Almost ignite and boom
(4)


