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The X Factor | a cryptic puzzle by Emily Cox & Henry Rathvon
A certain number of clue answers 
cross each other on mismatching 
letters, one of which is an X. When 
that occurs, enter the non-X letter 
in the square and circle it. Circled 
letters, in row-by-row order, will 
show (in more ways than one) 
what may be found in 24-Across, 
when aptly filled.

s

Get the solutions to this week’s Journal Weekend Puzzles in next 
Saturday’s Wall Street Journal. Solve crosswords and acrostics 
online, get pointers on solving cryptic puzzles and discuss all of the 
puzzles online at WSJ.com/Puzzles.

Across
	 1	 Drawing to carry on (6)
	 5	 Read Latin American 

country’s edition (7)
	10	 Just opened a cookie 

container (4)
	11	 Diverted a doctor taking 

exercise (6)
	13	 Spot burrowing critter  

about two times (6)
	14	 Set off worthless stuff, 

mostly (4)
	16	 Friend sat before tree (8)
	17	 Democrat is mailed 

conflicting opinion (7)
	18	 Pivotal point about chant in 

yoga proverbs (6)
	20	 Breaking arm, try being like 

a saint? (6)
	23	 Fashion designer’s “501” 

alternative (4)
	24	 see directions

	25	 Knucklehead left out (4)
	28	 Dash salt on some Thai  

food (6)
	30	 Superior former head of UN 

escorted back (6)

	31	 Second surviving 
navigational device (7)

	33	 After shuffling, seven & ace 
disappear (8)

	36	 Reunions, initially, are few 
and far between (4)

	37	 Gasbag playing the part of 
wind deity (6)

	38	 Brainy, well-known 
conductor holding end of 
baton (6)

	39	 Mobile market audited (4)
	40	 A decade’s worth of social 

workers’ letters? (7)
	41	 Flower’s trouble had 

returned (6)
Down
	 1	 Youngster keeping me  

broke (5)
	 2	 Appearing polished by 

getting in style (4)
	 3	 Playing sitar, test skill (8)
	 4	 Large chopper surrounded 

by merry bunch of stars (6)
	 5	 Hound had some chow 

undergo a change in form 
(6)

	 6	 Again collect set of sheets, 
before jerk (7)

	 7	 Church official revealing 
message with old bit of 
news (6)

	 8	 Alter course of events, in 
reversal (4)

	 9	 Put down dope—it’s terrible 
(7)

	12	 Call for help acquiring frilly 
material comforts (7)

	15	 Article is picked up by fake 
news network (6)

	19	 Weeps for months, carrying 
container of ashes (6)

	21	 Flowing garments worn by 
portrayer of Othello (7)

	22	 Greek writer set bridge 
around lake (8)

	23	 French philosopher 
performed excellent 
nonsense (7)

	24	 For the most part, lowest 
level players assigned to 
bags (7)

	26	 The color of straw loose in 
swampy area (6)

	27	 A kilt wearer’s neckwear  
(6)

	29	 Pop outside elevated dome 
(6)

	32	 Steal new, pricey electric car 
(5)

	34	 Pointer that turns delivery 
truck by error (4)

	35	 Heard spinner jump on the 
ice (4)


